
SAYVILLE REOPENING FAQs 
MARCH 2021 UPDATE 

 
To operate safely for in-person learning, schools are required to “fully 
implement and strictly adhere to recommended mitigation strategies,” 
especially universal and “correct masking,” physical distancing, hand 
washing, respiratory etiquette, cleaning and maintaining healthy 
facilities. 

Why wear masks? Masks work best when everyone wears one. 

 Masks are a simple--but critical--measure in slowing the spread of 
the virus. We wear masks to protect ourselves and others. Masks 
can protect you from getting exposed to the virus or protect 
others from you if you—infected, pre-symptomatic, or 
asymptomatic—are spreading the virus to others.  This is because 
studies have found that people with COVID-19 who never develop 
symptoms (asymptomatic) and those who are not yet showing 
symptoms (pre-symptomatic) spread the virus to other people. 

 

What is meant by “correct masking?” 

Face coverings are the norm, not the exception. Mask protocols are as 
follows: 

 All individuals must wear appropriate masks that are a fitted, snug 
to the nose and cheeks; 

 Masks must be worn to cover the nose and fit below the chin; 

 Gators, handkerchiefs, scarves, vented masks, and bandanas are 
no longer considered acceptable face coverings; 



 Mask breaks will be arranged to be taken when there is 6 feet or 
more of space available for social distancing. 

 

Would students who must quarantine for COVID-19 have access to 
the virtual/remote learning? 

 Yes. 

o All requests for remote instruction must be submitted to the 
Office of Student Services;  

o Students will only be provided with remote instruction if 
approved by the Office of Student Services; 

o Log-in credentials will be provided to students from the 
building; 

o Requests to return to in-person instruction will be handled 
through the Office of Student Services from now until the end 
of the school year; 

o Students will log-in and view each class through live streaming 
o Attendance will be taken; 
o Assignments and materials will be provided through Google 

Classroom. 

 

How will social distancing remain in effect for students in the 
classroom?  
 

 The District will practice social distancing to the maximum extent 

possible. However, accommodating in-person instruction at the 

secondary level means six feet of social distancing will not be 

possible in the classrooms. The District will have to compensate by 

enforcing the mask policy—with no mask breaks—throughout the 



class period. Other recommended practices, such as frequent hand 

washing, respiratory etiquette and sanitizing, will be implemented. 

 Additional Personal Protective Equipment, including face shields, will 

be available for individuals, upon request to the Building Principal. 

 

Use of plastic shields?  
(Several parents have made inquiries about using desk shields for our 
secondary students.) 
 
Shields, while recommended, were never mandated by the State. Upon 
investigating a variety of mitigating protocols for the safety of our staff 
and students, the District has vetted the pros and cons of shield use 

with various professionals. We have considered the logistics of students 
moving from class to class during the course of a day and have also 
learned from other districts’ experiences.  
 

 Rather than choose desk shields for our secondary returning 
students, we decided to go with a new student mask protocol and 
the offering a face shield in addition. Some of the science behind this 
decision is as follows: 
 
o Desk shields restrict air flow and inhibit proper ventilation. (Air 

flow follows the path of least resistance. With shields, air flows 

over the heads of students creating stagnant air and ineffective 

ventilation); 

o Shields mounted to desks are not practical because secondary 

students change classes every period and proper cleaning and 

disinfecting could not be achieved between periods—hygiene 

of the shields becomes a significant concern; 



o Students carrying an ‘issued shield’ to each period also 

presents concerns with proper cleaning and possible 

contamination throughout the day—i.e., bathroom breaks, 

when in cafeteria, passing in hallway, placement/storage 

throughout day when not in class, etc…; 

o Each of our classrooms has newly-installed classroom unit 

ventilators. The District has increased the opening of the air 

dampers to pull approximately 30% of fresh air into the 

classrooms, up from 10%; 

o True and effective ventilation/circulation of air requires the 

intake (pushing) and exhausting (pulling) air out. Better to 

exhaust air and turn it over than have it stagnate and attempt 

to filter. Our current systems achieve this goal.      

Will the school schedules/instructors remain the same for in-person 
instruction?   

 Yes. 

Will instructors change if we select the virtual option?  

 No. Instructors will not change for the remainder of the school 
year. 

 

What were the results of the first survey?  

 Results have been shared at the March 4th Workshop meeting 
(See Pdf of March 4th BOE Workshop Reopening Powerpoint 
Presentation.) 

 


